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Preparing for the Future

Welcome to the latest edition of History Works, the newsletter of the Clements Department of History, 
edited by our colleague Professor Erin Hochman. We hope that you find these pages enjoyable and 
enlightening as they illustrate the wide-ranging ways that history works through the endeavors of our 

undergraduates, graduate students, and faculty. 

SMU is home to renowned historians who 
are recognized internationally as leaders 
in their fields of expertise. Collectively, the 
department’s twenty tenure-line faculty 
have published forty-four single-authored 
volumes (winner of 25 book prizes in all), 
some sixty co-authored or edited volumes, 
and hundreds of journal articles and 
book chapters. The department’s faculty 



Class of COVID Oral History Project
By Clare Ennis, Class of 2022

As the COVID-19 pandemic swept the nation and globe, SMU and thousands of other universities sent their students home. In response to this 
monumental and catastrophic event, Dr. Jill Kelly, a professor in history, and Joan Gosnell of the SMU Archives created the Class of COVID 

Oral History Project to document the experiences of the SMU community. Through interviews with students, faculty, staff, and administration, the 
project team has been able to gain important insights into how the pandemic affected everyday life during this time for those at SMU and the larger 
DFW area. 

Collaborating with four undergraduate and graduate students, 
I served as a student research assistant on the project 
beginning in the summer of 2020. I continued in that role 
alongside history graduate students Jonathan Angulo and 
Ashton Reynolds until the conclusion of the project in the 
fall of 2021. By serving on the project for its entirety, I was 
able both to gain new skills relevant to my history major 
and to witness history unfold in real time via the changes in 
interviewees’ continued testimonies.

Senior Jack Lucas, an undergraduate history major, who along 
with Cole Fontenot and me, has been involved in the project 
since its inception, concurred in the inherent humanity 
found within the interviews, stating, “I learned that even 
though everyone was living in isolation, 
we were going 
through such a shared 
experience. We shared 
uncertainty, fear, and 
loneliness, but we also 
shared moments of joy, 
bits of good news, and 
pieces of hope.”

None of us would 
have succeeded in our 
endeavor without the 
aid and leadership of so 
many. In addition to the 
amazing support of the 
History Department itself, we received 
in kind support from the SMU Libraries. 
The Office of Engaged Learning and the 
Maguire Center for Ethics and Public 
Responsibility funded our student 
researchers. Furthermore, alum India 
Simmons contributed to the project as a 
graduate assistant, performing much of 
the integral behind-the-scenes work of 
sourcing interviewees, organizing and 

scheduling interviews, and record-keeping. The project also 
adopted many of its foundational components and practices 
from the ongoing Voices of SMU Oral History Project, which 
records the experiences of SMU alumni of color.

However, while Class of COVID gleaned much from Voices, its 
unique position in addressing an ongoing and everchanging 
pandemic required creative methods and empathetic 
attention to the conditions of a global health crisis. Adapting 
to social distancing requirements, we conducted over 100 
interviews with staff, faculty, administration, and students via 
Zoom from our homes. Some participants were interviewed 
multiple times to track changes in their views and experiences 
over the course of the pandemic. Regarding the sensitive 

nature of the topic being discussed, interviews have been 
embargoed in the archives for a period of sixteen years, 
empowering interviewees to be frank and open with their 
experiences. 



Credit Where Credit is Due: 
Graduate Seminars in History
By Professor Crista DeLuzio



World War II and the Cold War Study Trip
By Professor Jeffrey Engel

Germany lies at Europe’s heart, as its engine of both politics and progress in the 
21st century and the continent’s tragic past. That is why we are heading there, 
and to the Czech Republic too, so that SMU history students and friends of the 
university can see with their own eyes how the landscape altered the ways that 
both World War II and the Cold War ended. The former leaves 
scars visible to this day, no more evident than in Berlin, Dresden, 
Leipzig, or in particular Nuremberg, site of the war crimes trials 
that for the first time in history made the concept of human rights 
more than mere abstraction. Especially now that the generation 
that fought and endured World War II is rapidly leaving no living 
remnant, trips such as ours, led as before by myself and Dr. Brian 
DeToy of Essential History Expeditions, take on new resonance and 
importance. 

There are triumphs to be seen as well. Prague, Leipzig, Berlin: each 
witnessed euphoric moments of change in 1989 as Central and 
Eastern Europe threw off the shackles of Soviet domination. These 
were the subject of my latest book, and I in particular am looking 
forward to showing students and SMU alumni places central to 
that story. For many of our students in particular, this will be not 
only their first time abroad, but also the first chance to have done 
so since COVID-19 upset traditional study-abroad opportunities 

over the past two years. No one can bring history truly alive. It is always in the 



History Internships Work!
By Professor Kate Carté

The History Department’s internship program was growing by leaps and bounds when the COVID-19 pandemic hit. In recent years, students have 
worked with the Dallas Holocaust and Human Rights Museum, the Dallas World Affairs Council, the Dallas Theater Center, and numerous other 

organizations, not to mention a wide variety of places within SMU’s rich libraries and archives.

Although these in-person options were hard to do during the 
COVID crisis, SMU’s history majors found ways to get on-the-
job experience, nonetheless. When the spring 2020 shutdown 
started, history interns joined the Class of COVID Oral History 
Project. This effort was the brainchild of history professor Jill 
Kelly and university archivist Joan Gosnell. Kelly described 
the project’s origins. “As the spring 2020 semester wrapped 
up, summer study abroad programs and student plans for 
internships were cancelled due to the pandemic. Several of my 
students came to me with questions of ‘Now what?’ I hoped 
such a project could provide our students with the opportunity 
to develop research and other professional skills even if they 
would need to be isolated at home.”

The Class of COVID project will undoubtedly be a wonderful 
resource for historians of the future, but it was helpful to its 
participants as well. History intern Clare Ennis noted the 
ways that the project helped her professionally. “From 
submitting an article to be published to learning how to 



Angela He ’22
Double Major in History and 
Biochemistry; Minor in Chinese

SMU: Why did you decide to major 
in history?
He: What I love most about history 
is that even though you’re learning 
about events in the past, every piece 
of information is incredibly relevant 
to contemporary society. The history 
courses that I’ve taken have given me 
so much insight into why the world 
is the way it is today, and, as a result, 
have helped me better understand 
the world around me. Furthermore, as 
I will be attending medical school next 
year, my future will revolve heavily 
around the sciences. Though there 
will always be opportunities for me to 
engage with the humanities via books 
and other mediums in the future, I felt 
that this was really my last chance to 
take a deep dive into history and learn 
from all of these amazing historians.

SMU: What has been the most 
valuable part of your history major 
thus far?
He: Through my time as a history 
major, I have become a much better 

writer. A critical component of every 
history class is writing, and all of that 
practice definitely hones every history 
major into a much better writer than 
when they first started college. A lot 
of people don’t realize it until much 
later, but being a proficient writer 
takes you very far, regardless of which 
career path you choose in the future. 
As someone who has gone through 
the entire process of applying to 
and interviewing at various medical 
schools, I cannot even emphasize how 
grateful I was for all of the writing 
practice I had as a history major.

SMU: What has been your favorite 
part of the major?
He: One of my favorite parts of the 
major is actually how well it fits in 
with studying abroad. There are 
several SMU-Abroad programs that 
revolve around history courses. I 
personally had the opportunity to 
attend SMU-in-Oxford in the summer 
of my freshman year and it was one 
of the most amazing experiences in 
my time at SMU. Not only did I have 
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History Works by Faculty
In addition to their devotion to teaching, our faculty members are distinguished and productive scholars. They conduct research around 



Giving
The students and faculty of the William P. Clements 

Department of History are enormously grateful for 

your donations. Our funding priorities include study 

abroad opportunities for undergraduates as well as 

research funding for students and faculty. Gifts can 

be made online at giving.smu.edu or by check. For 

more information, please contact Clayton Ellis at 

crellis@smu.edu or 214-768-9202. Every gift matters.

Affiliated Centers
The Department of History is home to two centers that 

enrich its core offerings through research colloquia, 

visiting postdoctoral fellows, and scholarly lectures. The 

Clements Center for Southwest Studies has long been 

the nation’s leading venue for research in the history 

of the Southwest in a transnational perspective. And 

since 2012, the Center for Presidential History promotes 

critical inquiry into the rich history of U.S. politics and 

government, broadly defined. For more information 

on these centers visit: smu.edu/dedman/academics/

institutescenters/swcenter and smu.edu/cph.

Internships Work! Palmer Bradshaw conducts research on the NFL draft for his 
internship at The Ticket Sportsradio. The History Department has an internship 
program that enables its majors to earn credit hours while using their history skills to 
gain real-world work experience! See page 10.

Follow along as we make history

  facebook.com/SMUHistoryDept/

  @SMUHistoryDept

  smu_clementshistorydept
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