
J A N  E D G A R  L A N G B E I N

Jan Edgar Langbein is a 
community activist – and a 
champion of women. For more 
than 28 years, her personal 
mission has been to end violence 
against women. Serving as CEO 
of Genesis Women’s Shelter and 
Support in Dallas, Texas, she 
oversees the internal and external 
operations of a full service/critical 
response for victims of violence. 
In 2008, she was appointed by 
President George W. Bush to  
serve as Senior Policy Advisor to 
the U. S. Department of Justice’s 
Office on Violence Against Women 
(OVW). She is a national spokesperson on the epidemic of violence that 
now affects one in three people. Jan is a recognized expert, and she is 
a frequent speaker at national conferences, universities, civic groups 
and businesses across the globe. She provides expert testimony in court 
cases and trains law enforcement, as well as prosecutorial professionals. 
Partnering with the Dallas Police Department, she co-founded the 
International Conference on Crimes Against Women. 

Jan has received numerous awards, including the FBI Director’s 
Community Leadership Award, Mosaic Family Services Champion 
of Human Rights Award and the Texas Women’s Foundation 
Maura Award. She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Texas Tech 
University. At SMU, our annual Women’s Symposium was proud to 
honor Jan with the Profiles in Leadership Community Award in 2003. 
We welcomed her as a speaker for TEDxSMUWomen in 2016, and 
she contributed to a Dedman Law School report on family violence 
in 2017. Last month, Jan received the George W. Bush Institute 
Trailblazer Citation from Mrs. Laura Bush – as part of the Institute’s 
Annual Forum on Leadership. This award honors an outstanding leader 
who has effected change and enriched the quality of life in the North 
Texas region. Her daughter, Sarah Langbein Lee, earned a bachelor of 
music degree in voice performance from SMU in 2002.

T H E  S M U  M C K E N Z I E  B I B L E

The McKenzie Bible was printed in 1856 and once was the property  
of J.W.P. McKenzie, a pioneer in Methodist education in Texas.  
It was used continually by McKenzie, who established McKenzie 
College at Clarksville, once the largest institution of higher learning  
in Texas. This historic Bible was 
presented to SMU in 1916 by 
Mrs. Milton Ragsdale of Dallas,  
a niece of McKenzie. 

The McKenzie Bible was first used 
at SMU’s 1916 Commencement 
Convocation, and the University 
is proud to use it at tonight’s 
Baccalaureate Service.
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Presiding: R. Gerald Turner, President of the University
Speaking: Jan Edgar Langbein, Chief Executive Officer of Genesis 

Women’s Shelter and Support



T H E  O R D E R  O F  W O R S H I P 

C A R I L L O N  C O N C E RT    Quarter Past Seven in the Evening 
  David Y. Son, Carillonneur

Fondren Science Tower

P R E L U D I A L  C O N C E RT  Imperial Brass

P R O C E S S I O N A L  Imperial Brass
The congregation rises when the procession reaches the doors of the auditorium.

W O R D S  O F  W E L C O M E  R. Gerald Turner
 President of the University

T H E  C A L L  T O  W O R S H I P  Stephen W. Rankin
 Chaplain and Minister to the University 

P S A L M  1 4 5 :  S E L E C T E D  V E R S E S

I will extol you, O my God and King
And I will bless your name forever and ever.
Great is the Lord and highly to be praised
And His greatness is unsearchable.
Generation after generation praises your works
And proclaims your might.
Let all your works give you thanks, O Lord,
And let your faithful ones bless you.
The Lord is faithful in all His words
And holy in all His works.
You open your hand
And satisfy the desire of every living thing.
May my mouth speak the praise of the Lord
And may all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever.

I N V O C AT I O N  Chaplain Rankin

H Y M N  T O  J O Y                “Praise the Source of Faith and Learning”          
 Imperial Brass

Meadows Vocal Performance Graduates

Praise the Source of faith and learning Who has sparked and  
stoked the mind

with a passion for discerning how the world has been designed.
Let the sense of wonder flowing from the wonders we survey
keep our faith forever growing and renew our need to pray.

God of wisdom, we acknowledge that our science and our art
and the breadth of human knowledge only partial truth impart.
Far beyond our calculation lies a depth we cannot sound
where Your purpose for creation and the pulse of life are found.

May our faith redeem the blunder of believing that our thought
has displaced the grounds for wonder which the ancient prophets taught.
May our learning curb the error which unthinking faith can breed
lest we justify some terror with an antiquated creed.

As two currents in a river fight each other’s undertow
till converging they deliver one coherent steady flow.
Blend, O God, our faith and learning till they carve a single course,
till they join as one returning, praise and thanks to You, their Source.

P R AY E R  F O R  T H E  I L L U M I N AT I O N     Elizabeth Victoria Pietsch
O F  S C R I P T U R E   Candidate for the degree of  

Bachelor of Arts in  
Environmental Studies

L E S S O N  F R O M  H O L Y  S C R I P T U R E  
Proverbs 8:1-11 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  O F  T H E  S P E A K E R  President Turner
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